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MARGARET SOUTHWICK

In 1996 the Health Research Council approved the setting
up of a Pacific Health Research Centre at Whitireia Community
Polytechnic in Porirua. The Centre was charged with two
major functions by the Health Research Council. They were
to “develop a Pacific health research workforce and the
implementation of a research programme to address the
paucity of health research for Pacific people.”

The original determination to apply for a Research Centre

Since the Health Research Council approved the
establishment of the Research Centre, work has been
undertaken in 1997 to establish the infrastructure and
framework to ensure the Centre operates from a sound base.
In April of this year Margaret Southwick was appointed the
Director of the Centre. Prior to this appointment Margaret
was Head of School of Nursing and Health Studies at
Whitireia. Margaret has had a long association in health
education, and was a major influence in developing the
Bachelor of Nursing curriculum at Whitireia. ‘Margaret’s
ethnic heritage comes from her pakeha New Zealand father
and her Tuvaluan mother.

The number of Pacific students graduating from the Nursing

at Whitireia was Spearheaded by the then Chlef Executlve Degree programme at Whmrera is to some extent explained
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In recent weeks Margaret has been joined by Ramona von
Dincklage who has been appointed as Administrative
Secretary. Lanuola Asiasiga was recently appointed to the
position of Senior Researcher for the Centre. Lanuola has an
outstanding recordin researchrelated especially to the health
of Pacific peoples.

The Centre has been busy establishing networks and

collaborative links with arange ofinstitutions and organisations education.

who are themselves involved in health research. While itis
submit a proposal for the establishmentof  early days yet, we believe that the long term health and well- The decision to
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development of expertise and knowledge. In September,
Margaret and Lanuola met with staff of the Pacific Health
Research Centre in the University of Auckland. This was an
importantopportunity for the two Centres toidentify common
goals and collaborative ventures which will lead to improving
health for Pacific communities.

n to the Polytechnic by the Pacific
the second largest population of Pacific
aland, local people wished to see a Centre
eflected their concerns, and to have their
ions addressed. Strong support for the
- provided by a wide range of health
researchers from both Victoria University
n Medical School. The immediate challenge for the Centre now focuses on
our two primary functions of developing research expertise
amongst Pacific people and the implementation of aresearch
— programme. We welcome your support and interest in
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