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The exis t ing models for  research in  developing coun-
t r ies largely pay l i t t le  at tent ion to ownership,  susta inabi l i ty ,
and development  of  nat ional  research capaci ty .  "Posta l

and parachute research" are colonia l  models leading to
pub l i ca t i ons  w i th  m in ima l  l oca l  r ep resen ta t i on I .  The  use
of  "annexed s i tes"  for  f ie ld research ignored the local
opportuni ty  costs in  human resources development  in-
c luding the recogni t ion of  the importance of  cu l tura l
factors and indigenous v iewpoints in  in f luencing the
interpretat ion of  research f ind ing and get t ing research
into pract ice.  Table 4 shows the character is t ics of  a
par tnership model  for  research in  developing countr ies ,
inc luding the Paci f ic ,  in  contrast  to  the colonia l  model  1.

The use of  Medl ine publ icat ions as an endpoint  have
exc luded  o the r  resea rch  pub l i ca t i ons  (e .9 .  consu l t an t
repor ts)  and regional  sources not  inc luded in in ternat ional
publ icat ion databases (e.9.  Paci f ic  Heal th Dia log) .  This
study have not  addressed the use of  research f ind ings r7

and the double eth ica l  and c l in ica l  s tandards used by
expatr ia te research in  developing countr ies r7re.  There has
also been c la ims of  associat ion between these double
standards wi th imoer ia l is t ic  at t i tudes 20.

An appropr iate research in f rast ructure and cul ture is
essen t i a l  t o  comba t  hea l t h  resea rch  imper ia l i sm.  A
format ive evaluat ion of  progress towards local  empow-
e rmen t  shou ld  i nc lude  a  Med l i ne  pub l i ca t i on  rev iew .  Rea l
par tnership in  and local izat ion of  research can be meas-
ured through credib le publ icat ion,  demand for  and use of
research ev idence,  and subsequent ly  bet ter  heal th care
del ivery and improved heal th s tatus.  Wi thout  empower-
ment  and contro l  over  research the Paci f icans wi l l  not  be
the custodians of  thei r  fu ture.
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