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(PHSW, now commonly prov ided in the Asia-Paci f ic  region
and throughout  the wor ld.  The same concept  was referred
to when the Coordinat ing Body began contr ibut ing to
outbreak invest igat ion and response act iv i t ies in  the Paci f ic
ls lands as par t  of  PPHSN serv ices.

An ef fect ive response to a typhoid fever  outbreak was
made  i n  Nau ru  i n  Ap r i l  1999  th rough  the  j o i n t  e f f o r t s  o f
Nauru nat ional  heal th author i t ies,  WHO, the Fr j i  School  of
Medic ine,  the CDC]T and SPC. When the Federated States of
Micronesia (FSM) were st r icken by a cholera outbreal ( ,
par tners '  resources were swi f t ly  mobi l ised amongst  Coordi -
na t i ng  Body  members ,  name ly  FSM Na t i ona l  and  Pohnpe i
State heal th author i t ies,  CDN/ANZ, Fr . l i  School  of  Medic ine,
WHO and SPC, leading to an exemplary regional  response.
Three regional  pract i t ioners were recru i ted for  the invest i -
gat ion team wi th in 48 hours and re inforcements arr ived in
the f ie ld wi th in aweek of  the FSM Covernment 's  request .  In
each instance,  the funding requi red to p lace the in terven-
t i ons  unde r  PPHSN 's  um-
brel la  was ra ised through
close par tnership between
SPC and  WHO.  In  bo th
Nauru and Pohnpei ,  inves-
t igat ion and contro l  teams
se t  up  by  t he  Coo rd ina t i ng

Paci f ic .  l t  cannot  be overstated that  avai lable resources and
the l inks that  t ie  them together  must  be both t rusted and
used i f  the outbreal ( 's  advance is  to be hal ted by the net they
form.

The  use  o f  t e l ehea l t h  i n  ou tb reak  i nves t i ga t i on  and
response  w i l l  con t r i bu te  t o  t h i s  a im ,  even  i f  i n  a  l ess
"spectacular" ,  though just  as re levant ,  way (compare wi th
p rev ious  ope ra t i ona l  phases ) ,  by  ensu r i ng  i n fo rma t i on  sha r -
i ng ,  ou tb reak  mon i to r i ng  and  fo l l ow-up  among  the  va r i ous
players,  by fac i l i ta t ing coordinat ion of  both decis ions and
ope ra t i ons  i n  rea l  o r  a lmos t  rea l  t ime  desp i t e  d i s tances ,  and
by  mak ing  i t  poss ib le  t o  p rov ide  d i s tance  educa t i on  i n
outbreak prevent ion and contro l  in  the very theatre of
future or  current  oDerat ions.

I n  man l< ind ' s  unend ing  ques t  t o  ach ieve  a  ba lance  i n
pub l i c  hea l t h ,  compe t i t i on  w i t h  m ic rob io log i ca l  l i f e  i s  an
in t r i ns i c ,  age -o ld  cons tan t ,  wh i ch  mus t  neve r  be  pu t  as ide .

A t tacks  and  re la ted  re
sponses  evo l ve  aga ins t  a
m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l  b a c l < -
ground of  populat ion,  space
and  t ime .  l t  i s  up  to  us  t o
come up  w i th  t he  r i gh t  an
swer  a t  t he  r i gh t  t ime  and

I t  wou ld  be  a  b reach o f  p ro fess iona l
e th ics  to  a l low te lehea l th  p rac t ice 's

po ten t ia l  p i t fa l l s ,  genera l l y  speak ing ,
to  be  g lossed over .

Body were made up of  Paci f ic  ls land publ ic  heal th pract i t ion-
ers and seasoned experts  for  two reasons:
.  to  prov ide swi f t  support  to  local  capaci t ies,
.  and,  to  susta inably s t rengthen the Paci f ic  ls lands '  capac-

i ty  to  prevent  and contro l  outbreaks,  through f ie ld
t ra in ing .

Such  t ra in ing  oppo r tun i t i es  mus t  be  cap i t a l i sed  on  more
of ten and set  in to a formal  inst i tu t ional  f ramework which
guarantees the sought-af ter  resul ts ,  i .e  qual i ty  superv is ion
and assessment ,  immediate ef fect iveness in  outbreak cr is is
resolut ion,  academic recogni t ion for the professional  expe-
r ience acquired and a shared desi re to repeat  and perpetu-
ate such serv ices.  This is  fer t i le  so i l  in  which the network of
Paci f ic  ls land specia l is ts  can put  down i ts  roots.

Thethreatof  outbreaks,  however,  cont inues to loom large
and there can be no hope that  i t  wi l l  for tu i tously  d isappear,
even temporar i ly .  ln  the overwhelming major i ty  of  cases,
Paci f ic  ls lands which are st r icken by an epidemic are cur-
rent ly  forced to cal l  upon outs ide assis tance,  regional ly
and/or  beyond the Paci f ic  basin.  Today i t  is  important  to
emphas i se  tha t ,  i n  l i gh t  o f  cu r ren t  ppHSN 's  p ro jec t s ,  such
requests for  help should be made in c lose par tnership wi th
the PPHSN Coordinat ing Body.  No outs ide assis tance,  even
i f  basical ly  mot ivated by a desi re to take swi f t  act ion,  should
replace or  be carr ied out  to  the detr iment  of  the goal  of
s t rengthening local  and regional  capaci t ies.  Rather ,  i t
should consistent ly  be t ied to th is  goal  so as to lessen the
need for  such requests in  the future.  The whole issue is  the
respons ib le  d r i ve  o f  pub l i c  hea l t h  deve lopmen t  i n  t he

the  r i gh t  p l ace ,  us ing  today ' s  resou rces ,  en l i gh tened  by
yes te rday ' s  expe r i ence  and  p repa red  fo r  t omor row 's  cha l
l enges .

Conclus ion

We have now arr ived at  the end of  th is  overv iew,  in  which
the  ques t i ons  abou t  t he  Pac i f i c  Pub l i c  Hea l t h  5u rve i l l ance
Networ l< ra ised in in t roduct ion have,  for  the most  par t ,  been
answered  even  i f  i n  j us t  bas i c  t e rm  s ,  i . e .  :  Wha t  se rv i ces  does
PPHSN current ly  of fer? What  are the major  avenues for
potent ia l  advances? Where does te leheal th s tand in regard
to these two areas? l t  is  hoDed that  th is  overv iew has shed
some l i gh t  on  wha t  we  fee l  t o  be  the  founda t i ons  o f  t he
Paci f ic  Publ ic  Heal th Survei l lance Networ l< and the advances
r t  has  made .

Paci f ic  Is land context

The Paci f ic  ls land context  comes f i rs t :  i t  is  the networ l< 's
mo t i va t i ng  f o r ce  as  we l l  as  t he  ove r r i d i ng  and  de te rm in ing
factor  for  current  and future ef for ts .  As a dynamic expres-
s ion  o f  h i s to r i ca l ,  geophys i ca l  and  cu l t u ra l  ne two r l< ing
pract ices and as the regional  appl icat ion context ,  i t  a lso
of fers considerable potent ia l  for  order ly  and susta inable
deve lopmen t  i n  ou tb rea l<  p reven t i on  and  con t ro l ,  as  l ong  as
the  ne twork  i t se l f  r ema ins  p redominan t l y  Pac i f i c - i s l and
o r i e  n ted .
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